~RERS Be) S)~ 
BIG COMIC SUPERIOR 










| C9979 ¥524E 


EMH : AYK524F + FR 
REE 45798-60 INS RE 


THE MAZE UNDER THE GHOST TOWER GOT CAUGHT LIP IN 
FLAMES AND SO DID THE MURDEROUS DEMON 
[SHIBANMUSHI], HOWEVER IT’S BODY HASN'T BEEN FOUND, 








THE MURDERS OF ALL THE PEOPLE WHO GOT KILLED IN THE 
MAZE BY SHIBANMUSHI GET PINNED ON AMANO ANDO 
TETSUO WHO DISAPPEARED. 

THE TWO ARE NOW ON THE RUN AND AMANO HAS TO 
DRESS AS A GIRL IN ORDER TO HIDE, 

A MAN DRESSED AS A WOMAN AND A WOMAN DRESSED 
AS A MAN, TOGETHER THEY CONTINUE THEIR JOURNEY. 
AND THEN THEY COME A CROSS A NOVEL, THE CONTENTS OF 
WHICH ARE CONNECTED TO THE MYSTERY OF THE GHOST TOWER. 


ie 
ie 
< 


eee 
See 


es 


Fi 
* 





THE GHOST TOWER 


ais comic 

































































Su- 
SURGERY 
ROOM? 









































BUT T’LL 6M 
YOU LOCAL 
ANESTHESIA 
80 YOU 
WON'T HAVE 
TO LOOK AT 
ME WORK. 











YOU GOT 
CUT NICELY 
ALONG THE 

MUSCLE 

sO YOUR 
RECOVERY 

SHOULD 

BE FAST. 











TETSUO 
BROUGHT 
ME HERE... 














































IT OON’T 


HATE I’M : 
yOu... ACTUALY A fa 
WOMAN. 


























WHICH ONE IS 
PRETTIER? 








ME ANO 
HANAZO- 
NO-SAN, 






















































































































































































































































































I'LL BE 


THE ONE 
PROTECTING 
YOu. 














I BELIEVE 
YOU'RE NOT 
AD 














YOU WERE 
ACCUSED OF 
BEING THE 
MURDERER, 



























































































































































































































































YOU'RE 
WRONG. 














WAS ALSO 
JUST 
SOMETHING 





















































Loo 
awa, 
SIO 
a ewee, 

















ARE ENERGETIC, 


YOU'VE ONLY BEEN NO, {T'S 
HOSPITALIZED FOR NOT WHAT 
ONE NIGHT AND YOU YOU THINK... 


ALREADY HAD A WET 
OREAM. 





SJ _ you 
SHOULO’VE 
YOU ASKED THE 
GIRL TO 
SPENT HELP YOU 
Out 


























THAT I MET 

















SUCH A 
BEAUTIFUL THiS WE 
moans THe Fest 

WOULD TUE IN MY. WAS A 
SHARE MY LIFE, FATED EN- 






COUNTER, 


























NO-SAN 
Never TOOK 
ME INTO. 
CONSIDERA- 

ION. 
















I'M THE ONLY | 
ONE SHE 
HAS... 



















ARE SOMETHING 
EVERY MAN WANTS: 
HEAR... 














































































































T ALWAYS 
THREW WITH 








BUT WITH 
THIS BODY 
IT COULO’VE 











- 
COULO‘VE 
EVEN 
































T MET HIM AS. 
A MAN, SO T 
CAN'T SEE HIM. 
ASA 
WOMAN..!f 


IF | HAD 
THOUGHT HE 
WAS A 


FEMALE 
FROM THE 
START, | 
COULO’VE 
IMAGINED IT, 


PLEASE 
STOP. 
















































































sot 














7) SCREAMED AS I’M 

MUCHASPOSSI- NOT 
BLE TO HAVE A ORESS- 
HOARSE VOICE, ING AS 
ANDO TORE ALL IN ORDER A MAN, 











TO STAY 
HIDDEN. 


MY GIRLY 
CLOTHES. 








THE NAME 
RIKA WAS 
ALSO 
GIVEN TO 
ME BY 
THE INSTI- 
TUTION. 













wl HATEO IT. 



















ULitidd 


Y 






THAT WAS 
THE NAME 
I GAVE 
MYSELF 
WHEN I MET 
you, 

















| PROTECT 

















SOMETHING 
LIKE FRIEND- 
SHIP... 
ANO FROM 
NOW ON... 
THAT'LL 
STAY THE 
SAME... 





RECALL, 


! 
H 
H 
IFT | 








WILL I 8€ ABLE 


Lt 
TO KEEP MY FEEL- 
INGS FOR SLICH 
A BEAUTIFUL GIeL 

AT FRIENOSHI 


LEVEL, FOREVER? 


CAN I 00 
THAT? 








































































































O10 YOU 
ALSO. 
LURE 

THEM IN 

WITH THE 

TREASURE 
sToRy? 





WHAT HAP- 
PENEO TO 
THEM? 





BECAUSE 
T DION’T 
WANT 
THEM TO 
GET HURT... 




















YOU 
SHOULO 
KNOW THAT 
ALREADY. 


WE SHOULD 
GET BACK 
BEFORE WE 
CATCH A 
COLO, 

















YOU TWO 
OO HAVE 
THE MONEY 
FOR THE 


WE OON’T 
COVER 
INSUR- 





























IT CAN'T 
LAUGH 
AT YOUR 
JOKES. 


WELL THERE 
ARE OTHER 
THINGS YOU 
COULD PAY 
WITH. 


WELL IT’S NOT 
AS IF WE'RE 
POOR, BUT WE 
00 NEED THE 
MONEY FOR 
LIVING 
EXPENSES 

ANO SUCH. 





WE'LL 
Leave you \} 

































































MORE MANLY ‘i TETSLO IS 
THAN I AM. 4 fi ACTING, 
















































































































































































































































































































UM 
ALWAYS 





BY HIM, 
JUST LIKE 
A WOMAN. 


















































WE DON’T GET ; 
I WAS ANY NEWSPAPERS = ra 
REALLY INTO HERE, SO WE = FIXING 
BUILOING UP DON’T KNOW up THE 
HATE DEAL- RADIOS LIKE WHAT'S BEEN RADIO. 
ING WITH MA- THESE IN THE HAPPENING OUT 
CHINERY AND AST. THERE IN THE 
THE LIKE... ANO WORLD, THIS N 
HAHAHA, 


YouP PAST WEEK. 






































AMANO TAICHI 
AND SAWAMURA 
TETSUO, ARE 
STILL ON THE 
RUN. 


THE SUSPECTS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE MASS 
MURDERS AT THE 
CLOCK TOWER 
MANSION, 





THE KOBE 
POLICE IS RE- 
QUESTING 
THAT ANYONE 
WHO MIGHT 
HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION 
ON THEIR 
WHERE- 
ABOUTS, NOTI- 
FIES THE 
POLICE, 
IMMEDIATELY. 
































: WE APE 
WE DON’T e AN UNLI- 


WANT ANY 5 CENSED 
TROUBLE. \ eusiI- 
n NESS. ¥ 
pa 
Dy = 
Sey 
4 g 





Lau 







































YOU SHOULD 
BE GRATEFUL 
I’M NOT CALL- 
ING THE POLICE. 











TM 
LEAVING 
you 
SOME 
THINGS, 








al] art 
TION! 








WE NEED TO. 

ASK HIM WHAT 

THIS IS ALL 
ABOUT! 





























































































WHY DID 
YOU HAVE 
TO DROP. 


US OFF AT 
THIS LIVELY 
PLACE/? 


















Sh 


WHY ARE 
WE THE 
MAIN SUS- 
PECTS/P 


LI 


SINCE WE 
WERE LEFT 


THE BODY 
OF THE TRUE 
CULPRIT 
SHOULD'VE 
BEEN THERE! 





WHAT THE 
HELL APE 


you 
DOING/? 


ANO 
(SHIGAN- 
MUSHI]P 











LOOK, ACCORDING 
TO THE INVESTIGA- 
TION HERE AT THE 
HEADQUACTERS, 
THE TWO OF YOU, 
ALONG WITH 
HONJOU, WERE 


GOING AFTER THE 
TREASURE, 





ANO A MAN 


WHO WE, 


USING THE 
DENTAL RE- 


MAN- 
AGED TO 
IOENTIFY 

AS 
HONJOU 
SHIROU! 








cORDS, 





THE 
PEOPLE 


LICEMEN, 











AND YOU TWO. 
ENDED UP 
KILLING HIM, 


Sh- 
TOKO-SAN 
SHOULO’VE 
SEEN THE 
(SHIGAN- 
MUSH. 


BUT THEN 

YOU 6uyYS 

GOT INTO 
A FIGHT, 








SHE 
SHO ve, 
TESTIFIEO 
“ote. : THAT THERE 
MENT GOT WELL SHE WAS ANOTHER 
REVOKED, O10 THAT PERSON NEXT 
AT FIRST, TO SHIROU! 

































































you 
OION’T 
y ay SEE ANY- 
| os THING, 


































































































ae | IT WAS TOO | 
G; DARK..SO I THAT'S. 
COULON’T SEE RIGHT. 





ANYTHING... 





Be Se a ‘eee Leal ae 






































































































































WAS JUST 
AS THE 
PUBLIC 

PROSSECL- 

TOR SAIO, 

HONJOU 
SHIROU 





































































































THE MAN 
WEARING A 
COAT... 











































































































THEY'RE COM- 
PLETELY TRYING 
TO ANNIHILATE 
THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A DIFFERENT 
CULPRIT. 





TLL TELL 
WHAT 
REALLY 
HAPPENED! 








IF YOU SHOW 
YOURSELF, 
THEY'LL OUST 
FUCK WITH 
YOUR RIGHTS: 
AND LOCK YOU 
uP WITHOUT 
EVEN GIVING 


YOU A CHANCE [777 


TO EXPLAIN. 


I'LL STEP 
up ANO 
MAKE A 
STATE- 

MENT. 








55 Say 
DEN FOR 
AWHILE. 





SAYING THE 
CULPRIT IS 
Lea 
(He ce 
NOVELIST 
Nove 


SOMETHING, 


mae 


aE ANY 
tone eee 


USING THE 
NAME 
TANAGE. 


SOME 
WEIRDO 
Ne 
Wie ee 

SOMETHING 

AGAIN. 





TAKING 
A TAXI 



























































cz THE TRAIN 
IT STATION IS 
m PROBABLY |p 





WOULD 
ALSO BE 
DANGER- 

ous, 





DRESSING LIP 
AS A WOMAN 


1S THE ONLY 
2) OPTION HERE. 

















a 


- 





ae 
a 





I'M AL- 
READY IN 
DISGUISE 


WE SOME- 
HOW 
LOOK LIKE 








IT’S AGENTLE- 
MAN’S OUTY 
TO ESCORT A 
LADy AcROSss 
THE STREET. 

































































SHE LOOKS 
AWFUL...GHE UT WHAT'S. 
COULON’T " WITH THAT 
BE HIS Fz WOMAN... 











TOUCHING }} 
MY ASS.. I! 

















GET OFF 
AT THE 
tier 
MA [ATION! 
RIED/! 

















TETSUO 
Is 





























SO COOL!! 
































I THREW 
AWAY THE 
CANE BE- 

CAUSE T 


VEL! 
CAN‘T EVEN 
STANO// 














———— — > 
= -_ — 
HE 
SEEMS: SHOULD 

= UkE A 
7 HE’S SO KINO PRK REAL THE. 

ANO PROTEC- [ae GENTLE- 

TIVE OF ME... 2 MAN. 
















BECAUSE 
THEY'LL GET 
SUSPICIOUS, 
OTHERWISE. 


FLASHY, 
GOT ITP 










































































































































































KEEP UP 
THE GOOD 
work! 

















































































































DON'T You 
THINK THAT 


OE 
STANO OUT 
TOO 


Mie Ie 
THEY'RE PO- 
or 


CEMEN 
WHATEVER. MEN 
ARE STILL MEN, 


) 
EY 
Y 


fh j ri) } 
Gy, VO 
AIT | 





























THEY ALSO WON’T 
WANT TO LOOK AT 
SOMEONE UGLY, 
SO THAT PRETTY 
MUCH MAKES US 
THE PERFECT 
COUPLE WHEN IT 
COMES TO PUN- 
NING AWAY, OON’T 
YOU THINK? 


THEY INSTINCTIVE- 
LY WON’T LOOK 
AT A PRET- 
eee FACE 
BECAUSE BOP LONG: 
IT MAKES: 
THEM FEEL 
INFERIOR. 











WE'RE 
STAYING 
HERE FOR 
THE NIGHT. 








IT’S A PLACE 
WHORES USE 
TO CONOUCT 
THEIP BUSI- 
NESS, IT’S. 
OBVIOUS. 


WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE, 
SINCE WE 
CAN'T GO 
ANYWHERE 
FAR WITH 
THAT LEG OF 
yours. 


4 DISGRACE- 


A LOVE 
HOTEL? 


FULI! 


THIS PLACE 
1S PERFECT 
FOR US, 











LIKE THIS. 
BEFORE... 


SO THIS 
ALL IS TOO 
EXCITING 











[SHIBAN- 
MUSHI] NO 
WHAT// 





JUST FOR 
THE INFO, 








SO EVEN IF THE 
REAL CRIMINAL 
GETS CAUGHT, 
IT WON'T MAKE 
MUCH OF A 
DIFFERENCE. 


THERE'S 
NO way 
THEY'LL 
LET ME 
OFF: 


ANO 
(SHIgAN- 
MUSH] 


KNOWS THAT 


I WON’T 


COME OUT, 


THEY ALREADY 
BUILT UP A 
CASE AGAINST 
ME AS THE 
CRIMINAL. 


XX 
\ al 





ISN'T A 


SO IF COME 
OUT, THEY WILL 
OUST BLAME ALL 
THE MURDERS 


KA] ean 


MUSHIJ| 
N 











THAT'S WHY 
HE MADE THE 
MURDER IDENTI- 
CAL TO THE ONE 
BEFORE. 



















ALSO HAVE 
TO KEEP 
RUNNING 
UNTIL THE 
END OF 
MY LIFE? 


I'LL GET 
CAUGHT EVEN- 
TUALLY AND 
BE SEN- 
TENCED TO. 
















































































I'LL 00 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT YOU. 
" y 

| \ 

Hii \ i 
AM) . 4 
NN) 

— \\ 

HLL WX 




























































































WE WON’T 
GET CAUGHT 
THAT EASILY. 




















HE'S A 
CALCULATING 
CRIMINAL. 





BESIDES, I'VE 

BEEN RUNNING 
FOR 2 YEARS: 
NOw. I'M A 
PRO AT THIS. 











Zea 
: ‘sil % 
) Wy 
~ 
\e 
Cae 
. 















until eet 


Mitsuo. 

















MIN) 


aaa 


Ki 


i 
HE ABAN- \\ 


DONED 
mel! 





bo 


SO OUST 
STICK WITH 
ME, 






































rersuoly (__ 





HE'S. 
7 GONE! 
o 




















I WONDER... 


























I'M LETTING HIM 
TAKE CARE OF 
EVERYTHING... 


HE HELPS ME 
OUT WHEN 
TM IN A 
PINCH, 





SOMEHOW, 
FEELS GOOD. 








WOULD PROBABLY 
FEEL SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS DEEP 
OWN INSIDE... 
RIGHT? 








BEING 
PROTECTED 
LUKE A HELP- 
LESS GIRL, 


EVEN A 
<| COMPLETELY 
STRAIGHT 
PERSON, 





HE'S. 

PROTECTING |] 
MEAS A 1 
WOMAN 








NEWSPAPER 
AND A MAP, 





HAVE A PART IN 
THEI HEARTS 
THAT MAKES: 
THEM ACT 
THIS WAY. 


wD’O LIKE 
TO THINK 
THAT WAY. 

PLEASE 
LET IT BE 
THAT WAY. 





I TOOK A 
LOOK AT 
THE TRAIN 
STATION. 


SO EVEN 
A SUBWAY 
WOULO BE 
ImeOS- 
SIBLE TO 
use. 


COMES FROM 
KOBE, SO HIS 
WORKS ARE 
ALWAYS ON 
OISPLAY. 


THE POLICE 
PUT OUR 
SKETCHES 
ALL OVER 
THE PLACE, 





WE'LL WAIT FOR 


ARE YOU 


PUBLISHED 
3 YEARS EN | 
AGO. ey GOING TO 
5.7 ABIG CITY 
WOULD 
BE THE 
SAFEST. 





IN ORDER 
TO LURE 
TREASURE 
HUNTERS INTO 





“4 LEFT THE 

HE MOVED: % \ VICTIMS WHO 
AROUND z FELL FOR 
USING THE y THE TRAPS 
SAFE SECRET f THERE, LIKE 
A DISPLAY. 














ANO EACH 
NIGHT, IN HIS: 
BEDROOM, 
DEEP INSIDE 
THE MAZE, 











ever COMES 
TO CHECK 
AROUND 
HERE! 


WHILE THE 
SOUND OF 
THE BELL 
OF A GIANT 
CLOCK 
ECHOED 
THROUGH- 
OUT THE 








OUST HURRY 
IT uP! IVE 
GOT A PLAN. 






































EXCUSE 
ME FOR 
INTRUDING. 





JUST GET 
OUT AL- 
READY! 





























ARE YOU 
STILL 


TREM- 
BLING? 








I THOUGHT 


y | 
ili 
IT wats 
WORK... 


I DON’T 
THINK HE'S 
UNRELATED 

TO THE 

GHOST 

TOWER, 





i / ST 
SAYING! LeT’s 60 


MEET HIM. 


DOESN'T IT 
ALSO 
INCLUOE THE 
ANSWER TO 
THE DIAL ON 
THE LOCK 
TO THE UN- 
DERGROLUND 
MAZE? 


CHARACTER 
HAO A PET 


A BLACK 
CAT WITH A 
DIAMOND ON 
ITS COLLAR. 





THE FLOWERJATETHEYGOnTOM 
OF THEW ALE ei 





¥ ceOSs ANOTH- 
2 MOLINTAIN 
BEFORE YOU 
GET TO THE 
NEXT TOWN, 
WILL YOU BE 
ALRIGHT? 


I HOPE 
YOU SAFELY 
MAKE IT TO 

YOUR PARENTS 


HOUSE ANO 

TELL THEM THE 

NEWS OF YOUR 
MARRIAGE. 








AFTER WE 
CROSS THE 
MOUNTAIN, WE'LL 
ARRIVE TO THE 
UAPANESE SEA! 
FROM THERE 
ONE WE'LL 6O 
TO KANTO. 


HIM THERE 
SHOULON'T 
BE A WATER- 
FALL HERE... 











DO WE HAVE 
TO WALK? 

































































WE JUST 
GOT LOST 


GONE IN AN 
INSTANT. \ 








SuUSsPl 
CIOUS/! 















































ALL 1 SEE IS , 
AFieLO OF & Freon ast RUN 


BEFORE 
FLOWERS. SOMEONE 
FINDS US/! 





THESE 
ARE POPPY 
FLOWERS, 





SEE THAT SHEO 
OVER THERE, THE 
SMELL OF RAW 
OPILIM 1S COMING 
FROM THERE... 








THIS AWFUL 
SMELL OF 
MEDICINE? 








WE CAN'T 
cLIMe Lie 

















THE ONLY 
WAY OLIT IS 
THROUGH 
THOSE 
ROCKS... 








Ze YOU LEAVE 


Z CAN'T LET 
Ze 
ZZ 

THIS VILLAGE, 








THIS fy 
SURE IS 
fi A SMALL 


VILLAGE. iz 


£ 























THIS 
VILLAGE IS 
CURSED. 

















AT LORD 
KIYOMORI'S 





YeT IT GROWS Yi NO ONE HAS. 
SCARIER WITH pj TOUCHED IT, 
EACH YEAR. fi, 








FOR GROWING 
DEPENDANT ON 
SUCH FLOWERS/! 























LET'S 
FORGET 
ABOUT THE 
LAW AND 
LEAVE THIS 
VILLAGE. 


























your 
THANK FEELINGS es 
you. MANUJI, 





Tunoer- 
STANO, 


















































WE NEED 
TO CON- 
CEIVE A 
CHILOP 











IT’S POSSIBLE 
THAT IT’S OUE 
TO THIS BEING A 
SMALL VILLAGE 
ANO EVERYONE'S 
BLOOD MIXING 
TOO MUCH... 








OUST 
LIKE MANOI 
SAIO, THERE 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
ANY CHILOREN 
BORN HERE IN 
ALONG TIME. 





















































you = 
WON'T . IT’S NOT 
HAVE TO mS SUCH A BAD 

work AT 24 N DEAL FOR OR THE FACT 
¥ YOU 6uys, THAT YOU ALL 

WE NEEO HAVE BEEN 

NEW BLOOD. CONSUMMATING 

OPIUM FOR A 

LONG TIME, 

THAT COULD 


ALSO @E THE 
REASON, 


YOU'LL EAT 


YOU'RE NEWLY- DELICIOUS 


WEDS AREN'T 
YOU? YOU 

SHOULO ENJOY 

YOURSELVES, 




















YOU CAN 








SINCE YOU GO ANY- 
WON'T BE WHERE 
ABLE TO GO YOU LIKE 
OUT OF THIS f\ INSIOE THE 

VILLAGE, 





















IT’S NOT 
AS IF WE'RE 
REALLY FREE... 


CHANGE 
ONCE THEY 
GIVE BIeTH, 








WE NEEO A 
GUARANTEE 
THAT YOU 
WON'T 


BeTeay us. [ 








AFTER 
YOU 6ET 
A CHILO, 

YOU'LL BE 
ALLOWEO: 

TO LEAVE, 


4 
WE NEEO 


GUYS TO SELL 
STUFF ON THE 
OUTSIDE, 


ANO THE 
FOR MEP 


SAME GOES | 








ONCE 


YOU HAVE 
A CHILO 


YOU WON'T 
EVEN WANT. 
TO 6O OUT 
ANYMORE. 


SME 


1S 


iL 


iQ 





Ir’s 
STILL 
BRIGHT 


OUT— 
SIDE!! 










































































I SHOULD 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, 


STAY HIODEN 


UKE THIS, 






oO 
ry 








THEY'LL HAVE 
NO USE FOR 
US SO THEY’O 
KILL US. 










THEY FOLIND 
OUT IMA 


























































































































COULO YOU 
LEAVE ME 





























THEY ALL 
SEEM TO BE 
B STARING AT | 
ME. 


al 
( ! 

















THAT 
euy's 
EYES 
ESox. ||| peogaaty 
CIALLY 
WANTON! 






































IF I RE- \ 
MEMBER 
CORRECTLY, 


your 
NAME IS 
TAIKO-SAN, 











uéLy!P 














BUT I WAS. 


6000, 


ACTING FOR 44) ~\ 
your OWN y 


iN 








ANO YOUR 
LAUGHING 
FACE IS 
BEAUTIFUL... 














HE'S NEVER 
EVEN SEEN A 
YOUNG GIRL 

BECAUSE 
HE'S STUCK IN 
THIS VILLAGE, 

















I HEARD THAT THE 
SENSE OF BEALITY 
OF GUYS WHO. 
STAYED AT AN 
ALL-BOYS SCHOOL 
GOT DISTORTED TO 
THE POINT WHERE 
THEY WENT FOR 
OLDER WOMEN... 











AH, MY. 
SKIRT GOT 


you 
CAN LOOK 
ALL YOU 
WANT... 
HIHIHI, 











YOUR GRAND- 
MA TOLO US 
TO CONCEIVE 
A CHILO, LIT... 








WHAT IF WE SAID 
WE REAAALLY 
DON'T WANT TOP 


T THINK 


YOUNG 
euys 











GO PAY YOU 





A VISIT WHEN 
NIGHT FALLS. 




















IN THIS 
SMALL 
woRLo, 











ny " rm ip 














WHAT WAS 
THAT ABOUT? 
IS IT BA0 IF 
THERE ARE S6 


BEFORE 
YOU MEN- 
TIONED 
4 SOMETHING 








THE CAPACI- 
TY OF THIS 
VILLAGE IS 
55 PEOPLE, 











SO IF THE 
NUMBER 
RISES BY 
OUST ONE 
PERSON, 


WHEN IT GOT 
TOO cRowo- 
EO THEY HAO 
TO DECREASE 
THE NUMBER 
OF MOUTHS 
TO FEEO. 

















THIS 
TIME IT'S 
GRANDMA'S 
TURN. 






































DECREASE 
THE NUMBER 
OF MOLITHS 

TO FEED? 


















































Y/REDLICING THENUMGER a 
OF MOLITHS TO FEED. 





WAS PROBABLY A 
CUSTOM INVENTEO IN \ 

ORDER TO REOUCE THE - KILLING 
NUMBER OF MOLITHS N OFF 
TO FEEO IN POORER 

VILLAGES. 


tes § scant || .auost’s stu 
OF Keep. \ BELIEVE 
ING SUCH THis, 
AN ODD 
CUSTOM? 




















THEY PROBABLY HAVE 
OTHER REASONS NOW. 











| ™ FoR 
OP PERHAPS THE FEAR . 4 ie eTee 

THAT THE INFO ABOUT THE \ : BUTION OF 
OPIUM WOULD LEAK TO. Y nae COOETT 

THE OUTSIDE, BECAUSE IT 

WOULO BE TOO OIFFICLLT aHeY GaN 
TO CONTROL A Laese 








fp FROM SELL- 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE... | ING OPUS... 






































SO IF 10 
PEOPLE WERE 
TO BE BORN, 10 
PEOPLE WOULD 
HAVE TO BE 
KILLED/? THEN 
THE VILLAGE 
WOULD BE FLILL 


\ EITHER LET 
DEPENDING THEM HAVE B 
ON THE Cie- BABY, OP THEY 


CUMSTANCES. | MADE THEM 
HAVE AN 


ABORTION, 











OUST WHAT 
00 THEY THINK 
WOMEN ARE... 




















THE NUMBER OF 
KIOS, EITHEe 
WAY, THEY WOULD 
TAKE PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES. 





WHEN IN FRONT OF 
THE VILLAGERS, 
PRETEND THAT 

YOU'RE PREGNANT. 


BESIDES, THAT WOULD BE 

THE BEST EXCUSE 

CONSIDERING YOU 

TO SLEEP TO- WON'T BE HAVING 
GETHER. \ YOUR PERIOD. 

















WANT 

TO HAVE SEX 
WITH YOU, NOT 
EVEN IN AN 
EMERGENCY. 



































tras 
































































WE HAVE 


rt SINCE we're |y 
WE CAN'T TO ESCAPE 
: STAY HERE. BEFORE Gay euys 
: THEY FINO 7 
OUT We’ee 


LYING. 














NEVER BE 
MORE THAN 
FRIENDS... 














IKNOW HE'S 
NOT SAYING 
THIS BECAUSE 
HIS PARTNERS 
WOULD BE ME 
IN PARTICULAR, 
BUT. 











EVEN IF YOUR 
HEART WERE ONE 
OF A WOMAN, 







MAKES ME 
FEEL WEIRD... 











@ut 
EVEN SO, 
WEARING 
WOMEN'S 
CLOTHING 


WELL 
I'S NOT 
AS IF TMA 
HOMO OR 
ANYTHING, 





you 
WANT TO 
BEAR A 
CHILOP 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































ISN'T IT 
CONTRA- 
OICTING? 






















ANDO ALSO THE 
JOY OF BEARING 
A CHILO...I SORTA 
you |] FEEL LIke T UN- 
OERSTANO THAT. 


FINO THOSE 













OON’T YOU 


FEELINGS 
PAINFUL? 





REALLYP 






























































18 THAT SO, 
WELL THEN 
OUST YOU. 






























HERE'S 
SOME 
OPIUM, GO FT 
Hl AHEAO AND |! 
SMOKE. 














WE HAVE TO 
MAKE YOU 
GROW FOND OF 
THIS VILLAGE, 











































































THEY PLAN 
ON MAKING 
HIM ADDICTED 
SO HE WON'T 
LEAVE... 




















AREN'T 
YOU AFRAID 
OF DYING? 





@| To it, ree 














YOU SEEM 
TO gE USED 


YOU'VE 
OONE THIS 
BEFORE. 























OON'T YOU THINK HE 
MIGHT'VE LEFT THE 
VILLAGE? IN ORDER 

TO SAVE YOU!? 


WE AREN'T 
RELATED BY 
BLOOD, eLIT 
WE'RE STILL 
FAMILY. 


T HAVEN'T 
SEEN HIM 
FOR A 


THAT KIO 

WOULD NEVER 

00 SUCH A 
THING, 





I eAISEO 
HIM AFTER 
HIS PARENTS 


away. 








THAVE 
QUT ONE 
REGRET. 


THERE'S NO 
Way A SWEET 
KID SUCH AS 





HIM WOLILO 


SUT THEN 
MANJI WOLLO 
BE SAO)! 


WHEN MY 





IF HE RUNS 

AWAY FROM 
THE VILLAGE, T, 
AS HIS FAMILY 
MEMBER, WILL 
GET PLINISHED, 





TLOST My 
WILL TO 
Live LAST 

SUMMER, 





AND THAT 
1S, THAT T 
COULON’T 





SOMEONE 
WILL HAVE 
TO OIE, 
RIGHT? 

































































I’M SAYING 
AS NON- 
SENSE. 


BECOMING 
A MOTHER/?P 








ONCE YOU 
GIVE BIRTH 
TO A CHILO, 





























wvou're 
RIGHT. 





















































AND: 
WITH WHOM 
HAVE YOU 
SMOKED IT, 


TETSUO? 





TeTéu0, 









































SOMETHING 
SEEMS OFF. 


























A poppy 
| FLOWER? 


HE 
WATER IS: 
FLOWING 

UNDER 


THE 
FLOOR. 












































SOMEONE 
OPENED THE WHAT 
FLOOD GATE, HAPPENED? 














































































































THIS MUST 
BE HIS 
DOING/! 





THEN THERE 
WILL BE NO 
REASON TO 


























WE BUILT 

A FLOOD 
GATE OUST 
IN CASE, 


LI OONT 
SEE HIM 
ANYWHERE// 








POPPY PLANTA- 
TION GETS DE- 
STROYED, THE 
VILLAGERS WILL 

HAVE NO OTHER 
CHOICE BUT TO 

LEAVE THE 

VILLAGE. 











U//, y 








WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO WAIT... 




















IT’S AROOM 
WHERE THEY 


HEAVILY INTOXt- 

CATED PEOPLE 

UNTIL THEY SO- 
BEPED LP, 





FROM Ti 
INSIDE/! 











SO HE DECIDED 
TO KILL HIMSELF 
BEFORE THAT 
WOULD HAPPEN. 


EVERYONE 


THOUGHT AT 
THAT TIME. 


HE THOUGHT THAT HE 
WOULD GET PLINISHED 
BY THE VILLAGERS 
EITHER WAY, 








T KNEW IT! 
MANOI WAS: 


ARE YOU 
AN IDIOT? 
THIS IS 
OBVIOUSLY 
MANWS 
DOING 











THE DOOR 
COULON’T 
BECAUSE 


BE 
OPENED 
FROM THE 
OUTSIDE, 


LIKE 
MURDER. 


HE LEFT 
18 ‘ THIS WORLD 
THIS IDIOT. <a = ” = BEFORE ME. 





YOU. 
PLAN ON 
REPLANTING 
THE POPPY 
FLOWERS? 


MANUJI-KUN 
WANTED FOR 
THIS TO 
STOP, THAT’S 
WHY HE 
FLOODED 
THE POPPY 
FIELO. 











THIS IS THE 
ONLY THING 
THAT WILL PUT 
FOOD ON THE 





VILLAGE 
WON'T 
CHANGE. 














COULO IT # 
BE HE 


USED THE |] 
SUTIN SECRET | 
200M... 


HAVE SUS- 
PECTED 
HER...? 





HIS OEATH 
SAVEO HIS. 





MANOJI-KLUIN 
NAILED THE 
BOARD ON 
THE DOOR 
SO THAT IT 
COULON’T 
BE OPENED, 
RIGHTP 





HOWEVER, 

THERE WAS THERE WERE 
ONLY A J FRESH SIGNS 
HAMMER IN OF NAILS BEING 
THE ROOM, PULLED OUT OF 
THERE WAS THE BOARD. 

NO cRow- 
BAR. 

















FOR THAT 
CROWBAR TO 
GET FLUSHED 

OUT OF THE 
ROOM... 





THAT 
WOULD 
MEAN THAT 
SOMEONE 
TOOK IT. 











THERE WAS: 
NO HOLE BI 
ENOUGH 




































































































































































BUT WHICH 
MURDER. WOULD MEAN 
THIS WASN'T 
A SUICIDE, 
‘ 
Yi 
: | _ 
be l | 4 
i 1 
dae onal 
ye 
4 dig e 7 LePA es 

/ 
























































TETSUO/ 


ONE 
SMOKE 
SHOULO 
BE FINE. 








TO ME IT LOOKS 
UKE ALL YOL ARE 
DOING IS PLAYING 

ONE OF THOSE 
OETECTIVE GAMES 
YOU LIKE SO 
MUCH~ 








ANO YOU 
WERE GATHER- 
ING INFORMA- 

TION WHILE T 











I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE DOING 
THIS BECAISE 
OF POOR MAN- 
UI-KUN, GUT IT 
SEEMS LIKE 
YOU'RE MORE 
CALCULATING 


1AN I 
THOUGHT, 





SO THIS 


IF WE FINO 
THE CULPRIT, 
WE MIGHT 
THREATEN 
HIM INTO 
HELPING US, 


I’M NOT 
PLAYING 
AROLIND. 


HERE IS 
ouR TOP 
PRIORITY! 








THEY'RE 
RIGHT 
UNDER 
your 
NOSE. 


IT’S AS IF WE'RE 
FOLLOWED By A 

CURSE FROM THE 
GHOST TOWER. 





\- 


WILL NEVER 
FORGIVE 
WHOEVER: 
MURDERED 
HIM, 











CHEERFUL 
YOUNG BOY 
WHO JUST 
GOT INTER- 
ESTED INA 


THERE WAS: 
NO REASON 














IT OON’T CARE 
WHAT YOU 
SAY, YOU'RE 
NOT TAKING 
ANOTHER: 


























ILL TELL 
EVERYONE 
YOU'RE A 





























IF THE 
CULPRIT WAS 
HIS OWN 
GRAND- 
MOTHER, HE 
WOULO’'VE LET 
HIS GUARD 

DOWN. AS) 






























YOU HAVE 
NO IDEA... 








AND SHE 
I ALSO 
HAS A 
MOTIVE, 











THAT THE MLIR- 
DERER COULD 
BE HIS GRAND- 
MOTHER, KUME. 











T WAS 
THINK- 
ING, 


























WITH 
MANOJI-KUN 
GONE, THE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 
IN THE 
VILLAGE 
DECREASED 
BY ONE. 




















SEEMS LIKE 
MANUJI-KUN 
TRIED HARD 


I DON’T 
THINK SO. 





I HAP- 
PENEO TO 
OVERHEAR 


APPARENTLY, THe 


THIS SUMMER, 
AFTER HER 
HUSBAND OIEO, 
SHE TRIED 
TO COMAIT 
SUICIOE. 























WHAT. 

IF SHE 
CHANGED 
HER MIND 
AND GOT 

AFRAID OF 
DYING? 































WOULOD'VE 
OONE IT IN 
A MORE 
INDIRECT 


WOULO’VE 





ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THEY 
GOT ALONG 
SO WELL. 






















I OON’T 
THINK SHE’ 
CHOOSE TO 
KILL SOME- 
ONE CLOSE 
TO HER, 













SUFFOCATED 
HIM WITH A 
PILLOW OR 
POISONED 
HIM. 
BUT IN THIS OF COURSE, 
CASE, IT WAS THERE EXISTS: 
A SINGLE, A POSSIBILITY 
WELL AIMED THAT SHE 
STAS THAT MIGHT'VE LOST 
IMMEDIATELY CONTROL AND. 
HIT THE VITAL. STABBED HIM 
POINT. OUT OF RAGE. 











IT WASN'T 
SOMETHING 












































ARE 
NOTHING 
LIKE THE 
FEELINGS 

OF THE 
PEOPLE, 

















SOMEONE 
KILLED 
MANOI-KUN, 



























































WHY DIO HE 
GO THEREP 




























WAS FOUND 
IN THE 
SECRET 
ROOM NEXT 
TO THE 
STATUE 
OF LORD 
KIYOMORI. 


CHANGED 
ASYMMETRI- 
CALLY!! 























AS IF IT 
WERE 
CURSED... 


f i 





SO THE ONLY 
\y PERSON IN THE 
|| SECRET ROOM 
AT THAT TIME 
WAS MAN- 
N UI-KUN, 











ANDO THE 
STATUE’S 
FACE WAS, 


Ew 
a8 








So 


Yin es 






















THIS ROOM WAS 
COMPLETELY 
FLOODED... 























THAT’S FOR 






INSIDE 
THE | 
SECRET 
ROOM, f/, 


sure. | | 








. 

tii E 

Ly Pe AN 

Ae 
Vee Lh 

y 0 


aes 





ol ) 





























ONCE Kiy- |] 





ANDO THE 
fared wea 
COULD C 
hs pee ee 
THE FLOOR. 
HAVE USED TO THE 
THE WATER GROUND? 
TO MAKE THE 
FLOOR RISE 
upP 















































: q 
: L 
THE FLOOR ||| || Be 
IS FIRMLY HLT fees) wnt WAS 
NAILEO |}, : - WRONG. 
TOTHE | | 
| GROUND... | | 
el _ Z |= 
2 ce 
NOW THAT T 
ANO THERE THINK ABOUT 
WOULD BE IT, THERE’S NO fy 
NO MEANING WAY SOMEONE 
IN GETTING COULO'VE 
RID OF THE 8 ESCAPED ANDO fir 
ceowsBae. ass SWAM IN THAT 


2 CURRENT. 





























{ 








MANUJI-KUN? 


I's 
gA0 FOR 
SOMEONE 
IN YOUR 





CONDITION. 
































AFTER KILLING | 





OID THE 
MURDERER 
GET OUT, 


you 
SHOULON’T 
WALK 
AROUND 
TOO MUCH, 





TF MANJI- 
KUN WAS 
OFF-GUARD, fi 














OUST HOW | 


























010 YOU 
HAVE ANY. 
CHILOREN? 























GAVE BIRTH TO 
A CHILO, 





FORCED INTO 
HAVING AN 
ABORTION. 


HARD WITH 
My BODY, 
SUT... 


eaeeNan 
ONCE 


THE Dost. 











THEN THIS 








THE KIO WHO. 
GOT BORN, 
WAS MANJI 











I WERE 
TO GIVE 
BIRTH I 
TOA W MIGHT'VE 
CHILO, uF HATED 
= 4 ¥ HIM. 


























SHE WILL 
KILL, 





ONE MORE 
PERSON. 












































































































































i 


vet 


ce 














































































































SHE'LL KILL 
ANOTHER 


PERSON IN 
ORDER TO 
suevivel! 



























































THERE’S NO 
WAY SHE'LL 
USE POISON, 
, 1010T OF 
IT WOULD BE 
TOO EASY TO ee 





NOTICE. 












SHE USEO 
‘SUCH AN 
ELABORATE 









EVEN IF SHE IS 
‘A MURDERER, 
LIKE YOU Say, 














SHOULO I 
HELP YOU WITH 
THE DISHES? 











SHOULO 
OUST RELAX, 


all WW 





RED BEANS, SOYBEAN, FLOUe 





T’M MAKING 

THESE FOR 

TONIGHT’S 
VILLAGE 
MEETING. 


THERE ACE A LOT 
OF OLO PEOPLE 
WITH A SWEET 
TOOTH HERE IN 
THIS VILLAGE. 











IT'S AN 
ARTIFICIAL 

THIS 1S MY SWEETENER. 
FIRST TIME 

USING IT, BUT IT 

APPEARS TO BE 

MUCH SWEETER 

THAN SUGAG. 













































































SHOULON'T 
EAT TOO. 
MUCH OF IT, 


























HOWEVER, 





























' 








SHE JUST 
WANTED TO 
HAVE SOMEONE 
OIE ANO WeITE 
IT OFF AS AN 
ACCIDENT. 










SHE DEFINITELY 
KNEW THAT. 








EVERYONE 
EATS IT. IT 
DOESN'T 












AREN'T YOU 
OVER-THINKI 
NG THIS? 




















ANO IN ORDER 
TO APPEASE THE 
SOULS OF THE 
DEAO, A STATUE 
OF KIYOMORI 
WAS MADE FROM 
























THE GROUND ee ae, 


2 5 
BECAME LOOSE YOANDSLIDE 
ANO THE VILLAGERS HAPPENED 
DION'T WANT TO HERE AND 
SOME 
HOUSES GOT 


DESTROYED, 


































































I THOUGHT 
THERE MIGHT 





BE SOME 
CLUES HERE. 
















































SO THE ONE 
WHO SEALEO 
THE ROOM 
FROM THE 
INSIDE WAS: 
‘MANOI-KUN 
HIMSELF. 


















Ie IT WAS. 
SEALED, HE 
‘COULON’T 

HAVE GOTTEN 

IN NOe OUT. 















SINCE THERE 
WAS NOTHING 
THERE BUT THE 
HAMMER, IT'S 
THe cuLpert POSSIBLE, THAT 
BROUGHT IT’S NOT THAT 
THE HAMMER THE CROWBAR 
THERE, WAS TAKEN 

















THEN IT WAS: 
THE WORK OF 
A WOMAN, 
WHO DION’T 
KNOW ANY 
THING ABOUT 
CARPENTRY. 








THINK MANOI-KUN 
:ALEO THE: 
ROOM HIMSELF... 





GOT SEALEO 

















ITLL LOOK 
Like A 
curse! 













































































IT'LL GE FINE! NO ONE 
WILL FIGURE OUT THE 
TRICK, WE WON'T BE 

BLAMED FOR THIS. 


IF WE 00 THIS AND 
FLOOD THE POPPY FIELO, 
THEN THE VILLAGERS: 
MIGHT LEAVE THE VILLAGE. 















































RIGHT!P 
GRANOMA!P 





THEN THE CuLeeit || IF THE CULPRIT 
MUST BE HIS. 
GPANOMOTHER, 


MANOI-KUN 
‘MADE, 


THERE IS NO 
ONE ELSE IN 
THE VILLAGE 
TO WHOM HE 
WOULO TELL 
‘ABOUT HIS’ 

















DON’T YOU 
AND SHE OID THINK SAYING 
RAISE HIM AS: THAT SHE 

HER OWN, oN Ryan Ait 

AFTER ALL. ID STEPPARENTS: 

OFTEN GET INTO. AY SOMEWHERE 
FIGHTS. 


MOTIVE? 





























THAT SOMETHING 
INSIDE OF HEE 
CHANGED, 
















REALLY THINK 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THAT 
WOULO 8& 

FIXATEO ON 
THEIO PAST 

RIGHT NOW? 














FROM 
SUMMER 


TILL FALL. 














SOMETHING 
CHANGEO 


































































































oS 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
YOU HAVEN'T 
‘SMOKED 
OPILIM SINCE 
YESTERDAY. 




















T OUST I WON'T 

CANE: UN AWAY \ 

BACK: EVEN IF I y * 
OION’T T: DON’T | 





SMOKE. 






























































s 































































COME TO 
THINK OF IT, T 
HAVEN'T 
SEEN HER 
SMOKE YET. 
























KUME-SAN 
MIGHT TRY TO 
PUN AWAY FROM 
THIS VILLAGE, 


OON'T 
YOU THINK 
sO, 















































IF KUME- 
SAN WILL 
‘SMOKE, 
THEN SO 
WILL T. 





















‘IF YOU HAVE 
A SMOKE, 
YOU'LL FEEL 





YOU SMOKED A 
LOT WHEN YOU. 
WERE YOUNG, 
010 YOU NOT? 











































































YOU'LL 
HAVE TO OIE 
EITHER WAY, 

RIGHT? 








TPIT 





























SO WHAT'S 
THE POINT OF 
TAKING CAPE 

OF YOUR 

















SMOKE! 





T REFUSE. 








AGE YOU SURE 
YOU AREN'T 
PLANNING ON, 
RUNNING Away? 









































IF IT'S SAKE, 
CAN ORINK 
WITH YOU ALL. 
NIGHT LONG, 


00 WHAT 
YOU WANT. 








SAY KUME-SAN, 
HOW AgOUT A 
ORINKING PAeTY 
TILL MORNING! 











































































































SHE DOESN'T OPINK 
NEITHER ALCOHOL 
NOR TEA. 


YES, ONE y A wore a 
cas 


WILL 00. Rooke: 














LAST NIGHT, T 


TOOK A PEEK AT 
WHAT THAT OLD 
HAG ORANK. 





zn 
lf 


Wy 
¢ 


| cE 
Uae 


EGGS IF 
POSSIBLE! 





T WANT A 
FRESH 
CHICKEN. 


WHAT APE YOU 
PLANNING? 








T’LL PROPERLY 
SMOKE OPILIM. 
STARTING 
































WHY O10 IT 
GET LIKE 
THIS? 


I WANT TO 
BECOME 
STRONGER BY 
EATING LIVER!! 











IT ALWAYS GETS 
STUCK THIS TIME ft 
OF THE YEAR! 
































































































































































































































IF YOU 


DON’T LIKE 
ALCOHOL, 





IT’S TO Ex- 
PRESS OU 

GRATITUDE 
FOR TAKING 
CARE OF US. 











KUME-SAN. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING YOU 
COULD Eat, IS 








WHAT APE 
you 


Ol 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
































































ANO NEITHE® 
WOULO ANY OF 
THE VILLAGERS. 


AY 













































































































































































so 
THERE'S 
NO MIS- 
TAKING 
I. 




































































































































































| 


\\ I OON'T 
\ BELIEVE 
AL THIS, 


YOU'RE OE- 
LUSIONAL!! 


WHAT ARE 
MITSUO You 


BANE. TALKING. 
ABOUT/P 





ALL IN 
ORDER TO y 
SURVIVE, ALCOHOL, 
CAFFEINE, 


ANO EVEN 
VITAMIN A, 








ANO TO 
PROTECT 


THE CHILO SHE 
IS CARRYING. 




















THE LAST 
Bia aie 
Ceceacen 
ipeaano 
ene 
MBELY 





























YOU SMOKEO 
‘OPIUM WHEN 
eee 

YOUNGER, 
































I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN. 





Auli 






































THE MURDERER 
THOUGHT THAT 
LEAVING OUST THE 


AND. 
BECAUSE 


















































































































































TOO UNNATURAL, 
SO THEY LEFT A 
HAMMER THERE. 
THAT'S WHAT 
WE'VE DEDUCTED 







OON'T BE 
STUPID. | 














THERE'S NO 












ANO THE GROUND 
AROUND MAN'S 
WORKPLACE WAS: 
TOO SOFT TO AP- 
PROACH ON THAT 
NIGHT BECAUSE 
OF THE STORM... 








OOESN’T IT? 













BELIEVE 8 GOOD 

you ENOUGH 
AGE THE FOR THE 
cULeerT. 







11'S ALL OUST 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL, 


































ALL your Ac- || 
CUSATIONS 
ARE MEANING- J 
LESS, CON'T 
YOU THINK? 








IF T REALLY AM 
THE MURDERER, 





THEN HOW OID T 
MANAGE TO GET 
OUT OF THE 
LOCKED ROOM? 























































you 
THERE WAS: Y 
A CRACK IN INSIDE THE 
THE WALL! 

ROOM! 











ANO THEN 


YOU STABBED 


HAMMER 
WITH WATER INSIDE!/ MANSI-KUN 


ANO THE THROUGH 


THAT CRACK, 


CRACK DIS- 
APPEARED! 





WASN'T IT 
SUICIDE 
AFTER ALLP 

HAHAHA 
































y EVEN IF HE 
WOULON’T 

HAVE GOTTEN 

MURDERED, HE 





EVENTUALLY 
DIED FROM. 
DROWNING! 



















































































WOULO ‘VE lH? | 



















































































THEN HOW 
DIO MANOt 


PLAN ON 
GETTING OUT 
OF THERE? 























ACTUALLY, 


J} YOU MIGHT NOT BF 








THE WOOD 
ABSORBED 
THE WATER. 








THE STOPPER 
EXTENOEO!! 











WHAT 
AGE YOU 
‘SAYING? 


IT WAS 
PROBABLY THE 





HOWEVER, THAT 
STOPPER WAS, 
MADE FROM 
SPECIAL WOOD. 
WHICH MANOI 
PROCESSED. 


SPECIAL 
wooo? 


HOW MANY: 
CENTIMETERS: 
WOULO IT 
SHRINK BY? 




















SAME WITH 
KIYOMORI'S. 
STATUE, 


EXPAND By 
‘SEVERAL 
CENTIMETERS! 


TT FINALLY 
ALL MAKES 
SENSE. 











TIMBER 


THAT'S BECAUSE 
FRESH WOOD 





























DIO MANUI- 
KUN GET THAT] 
IOEA FROM. 








I THOUGHT 
THAT THE NAILS 
WERE NAILEO 
SURPRISINGLY 
HIGH, BUT IT 
WAS MADE SO 
THAT IT WOULO 
ONLY EXPAND 
IN ONE SIDE. 








ANO AFTER 
GETTING 
SOAKED IN 


ONCE IT 























THE STATUE. 
CHANGED ITS 
APPEARANCE. 


HE PROBABLY 
STUMBLED 
UPON THIS 

CHAPACTERISTIC 


UN THIS BY 
THE VILLAGERS? 


‘ | QUT ON A 





! 
1/ 








ANO AT THE TIME 
IT WAS B2OUGHT 


S| ANO WHEN 
) MANOI-KUN 
WAS INVES- 











AWORK 





IT GOT MADE 

WINDY, RAINY WOOD OF THE 

OAY, WHEN IT HOUSES THAT 
GOT RUINED BY 


THE LANOSLIOE, 


AND CHANGE 
ITS FACIAL 
EXPRESSION 
AS IF IT WERE 


OFA 


cuesEe. 






















STATUE. 












ANO WHEN HE 
CREATED THE 


STATUE DOWN TO 
THE FLOOR SO 
THAT IT WOULD 

GET SOAKED IN A 
LOT OF WATER, 



































































































MANOI-KUN 
WOULON’T 
HAVE TO OIE. 











IF THE TWO OF OON'T YOU 
YOU WOULON’T UNDERSTAND. 











ay 
ry 





: WITHOUT 


RAISING ANY 
\ SUSPICIONS, 














THAT'S WHY 
WE WANT TO 






UT WE WON'T 
GAIN ANYTHING 
BY TURNING 
SN YOU IN TO THE 
VILLAGERS. 















YOU MUST 
ALeEAOY | I, 
KNOW THIS, 








GET OUT 
OF THIS 
VILLAGE, 





THEY MUST'VE 


WE WANT 
YOU TO 
HELP US 








BECAUSE EVERYONE 
KNEW THAT MANUI 
OCCASIONALLY 
SNUCK OUT OF THE 
VILLAGE USING THIS 
PATH, 


ONCE THEY 
NOTICE WE DION’T 
GO THROUGH THE 








I’M ALSO 
LEAVING. 


NOT OUST 
THE TWO 

















I CAN'T 
STAY IN THE 
VILLAGE, 





KNOW WHAT 
WOULO 


ME AFTES 
THEY FOUND 
OUT T LET 
YOU ESCAPE, 











THAT'S WHY 
WE BROUGHT 
THE ROPE. 








SHE LOOKED. 

AFTER YOU A 

LOT THINKING 
YOU WERE 
PREGNANT. 








IT’S A MURDER 
THAT HAPPENED: 
IN THAT VILLAGE, 








INSIST 
ON BEING 
THE 
JUOsE 
HEREP 











IF WE OON’T 

GET HER TO A 
OSPITAL, SHE 
WON'T STAND 
‘CHANCE. 








BESIDES, 
PREGNANCY 








WILL NEVER GIVE 
BIRTH TO A CHILO, 
THAT'S WHY YOU'PE 
THINKING THIS WAY. 











ANO WOULO- 
SEE THIS AS. 





WOULD ONE 


}| OAY BE AS OLD 


HE® ANO 
PREGNANT, 











I WOULD 
PROBABLY 
ALSO BECOME 
A MONSTER, 








YOU HAO 
THOUGHTS 








\ 
00 SOMETHING i, 


MUCH WORSE 
THAN BECOMING 
A DEMON, THEN... 








PLEASE NOT 
DESPISE MEP 

































TLL 6O 








AS I THOUGHT, 


cow ON? THESE AGE ALOT 
SOVOL’ OF OBSTACLES, 

thee ee SO SHE WON'T GE 
‘OF THE ABLE TO CLIMB LIP 
pal \" ey Hee OWN 





COMING 
cLosee! |M 



































AN fi 
ILLUSION?P| 








SHE SEEMS 
SO MUCH 
YOUNGER... 








JUST A BIT 
FURTHER. 





DON’T LET 
THEM 
ESCAPE!! 




















COULO IT BE 
SOMETHING 









































you 


CAN 
KILL, 
THEM/! 












































o10 YOu 
GET HIGH 
AGAINP 


ARE YOU. 
ALRIGHT/P 
WE NEED TO 
oN > Al ule THE \ 
AeeowP (| aceow our?! 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 
gout? 























YOU MUSTN'T 
Ik Te 






























































HE COULON’T ALLOW 
KUME-SAN TO. 
BECOME A MOTHER. 








CAUSE SHE 
WANTED TO 
BE A MOTHER. 





CHANGE HEE 

BACK FROM 

DEMON TO. 
HUMAN. 






















































































WE CAN CALL 

THE COPS ANO 

SEND THEM TO 
THE VILLAGE 


BEFORE THE 
VILLAGES 00 
ANYTHING TO 
KUME-SAN. 








LET'S OLN 
INTO THE 
FOREST 
BEFORE 

THEY CATCH 
up TO us. 


























HEY YAMASHINA, 
BIS YOUR STOM- 
ACH ALL BETTER? 








opium? 

















INSPECTOR 
OUST GAVE 
ME SOME 
MEDICINE. 














































































































































I 6OT THE 
APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION OF 






SOMETHING. 
‘ABOUT THE 















I ALSO GOT 
SOME IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION. 

















{THE GRAY 
maze] fl 
you say... ftp 


4, 











THERE WAS A 
DESCRIPTION OF 
AMAZE THAT IS 
IOENTICAL TO 

THE ONE LIN- 

OERNEATH THE 
GHOST TOWER. 











WE'RE THINKING. 
OF GOING TO 
SEE THE 
AUTHOR. 





_ 


THAT'S WHY 
YOU SHOULD 
HUPPY ANO 
SEND SOME 
COPS TO THAT 
VILLAGE! 























IN A THE NOVEL, 
CALLED [THE 
GRAY MAZE], 







SHIBANMUSHI 
WANTED TO MAKE 
ALL THIS SEEM 
AS RIKA'S DOING. 
















HIMSELF. 















HE MIGHT 
EVEN BE 


THE AUTHOR 
\UST Kt 
[SHIBANMUSHI] SOnETING, 




















| THAT'S 
| meossiete. 





TETSUO SAID 

THAT [SHIGAN- 

MUSHI] 1S THE 
CULeRIT, 











HE 
CONFESSED 
TO KILLING HEE 
STEPMOTHER IN 
FRONT OF SEVERAL. 
EYEWITNESSES. 






























I'M 
WAITING 
FOR HIM 























ANYTHING 
RECKLESS. 





SURE YOU 
CONTACT ME, 





AMT STILL NOT 
TRUSTWORTHY 
ENOUGH? 


| 
fs’ 

fer}, 
a 
































































IT SEEMS LIKE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
SECRETLY 
WORKING ON 
SOMETHING 
LATELY, 








Does 
HE LIVE IN 
TOKYO? 


BABLIE, CRACK 
THIS CASE!! 






































I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


ACTING 
WEIRO, BUT... 





YOU WEREN'T 
TAKING ANY 
HORMONES: 
WERE YOU? 














aaa 


WE SHOULO 
STACT BY 
LOOKING FOR 
A 0CTOR 
WHO CAN SELL 
US SOME. 










THEY'RE QUITE 
EXPENSIVE. 


IF I TRY I CAN 
STILL SOUND LIKE 
A GUY... SEE? THIS, 
1S ALRIGHT? 









































I WANT TO F 
HEA IT. 




























HEAR THAT 

eeauTiFuL, K Wd 
SWEET s 

VOICE OF YS 
yours 
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GET SOME 
aes | ccotHes THat 
ESCORTED By Larrea 
onese THAN THIS 
FLOURISHING. GQ) 8ORING THING, 


TOKYO > 











IT’S CALLED 
HIBARIEO ANO IT 
RUNS BETWEEN 
TWO BLILOINES, 
1/0 REALLY LIKE 

TO RIDE IT! 















THIS TIME 


FAMILY ANO A 
‘STUDENT, 


















ISN'T IT LIKE 
ONE OF 
KOMATSUZAKI 
SHIGERU’S. 
PUTLIRISTIC 
ILLUSTeA- 
TIONS? 














SA 


LET'S GO AS A 
DAUGHTER OF 
AHIGH CLASS: 














THINGS ABOUT 
ASAKUSA. 


EH, IS. 
THAT SO. 
yOu KEEe 
READING OLD 
MAGAZINES 
$0 YOUR 
INFORMATION 
1S OUTOATED, 
TAIKO-CHAN. 


















NO 
LONGER 



















































NEXT 3 PAGES IS “THE GRAY MAZE™ 



































I FINISHED 
PACKING 
MY THINGS. 







































































IT’S NOT 
EVEN AN 
OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS 
TRIP... 





IT HAS COME TO 
MY ATTENTION, 
THAT THERE IS A 


SATOKO, 








ARE WE 
SUDDENLY 
GOING TO 

TOKYO? 














1 SHOULON’T f) 
OON’T MISLIN- HAVE OPENED 
OERSTAND... 








THE ONE 
WHO MUST 
MEET THAT 

PERSON, 


Nn 


nt za y 
DOV Y REST OV I\VOLY Me TEND, 





Black Rabbit 
Translator and QC 
Kiyiya 
Prootreader 


Itachin 


Typesetter 
Murasaki 


Cleaner 


http://livelyscans.com/ 





